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N 
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THE 
DIRECTOR 
IS AVERY 
STRANGE 
MAN. 


Author's Note: Part | 


Hello, Marimo Ragawa 
here. Baby and Me has 
reached ten volumes! 


Some people have 
commented 
sarcastically that this 


series has turned into} 


Co-Stars and Me, But 
what's wrong with that? 
(can't help it if the 
supporting cast is 
popular. “Do more with 
Fujiil!” “1 want more of 
Director Mukail!” 
“(love the Kimura 
family!!” Or do you just 
want to read about 
Takuya and Minoru 
chapter after chapter? 
Readers would think | 
was in a rut if | did 
that. And no one would 
buy my manga then! It 
was rude of that 
person to write me and 
say, “Get your act 
together!” So this is 
my question for this 
year: What's wrong 
with Co-Stars and 
Me? Absolutely 
nothing. The End. 


But Vim always this 
ynucrling under. bb 
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BUT IT 
SEEMS 
THAT MY 

FEELINGS 
ARE 

UNRE- 

QUITED! 


MAYBE...BIGGER 
SUNNY-DAY 
DOLLS WOULD 
BE MORE 
EFFECTIVE... 


WHAT'S WITH 

THAT Sie ! Z / les BuT I’m LOOKS..| 
OUTFIT?! YOU \ TRYING RIDICU- 
LOOK LIKE A a 


LOUS.. 
SUNNY-DAY V2, ! hydra 
DOLL!!OR-OR , 


ASNOWMAN!! 


V 
HUH, | DON’T | WONDER IF 
THINK I'VE HE'D LOOK 
EVER SEEN YOUNGER 
HIS EYES! WITHOUT HIS 


THE MAN'SA \ SUNGLASSES. 
MYSTERY. 


iN 1 NYY, yi 


cot 


MINORU, YOU 
MUST NEVER | WHEN HE LOOKS 


AT CHILDREN, | 
BET HIS EYES ARE 
LIKE THIS. 


S 


| A WHY DO 
Z| )() THEY WANT 


~ THEY THINK 


I'M A BAD 


DIRECTOR? 


JOB AS 
ANYTI 
THATNEEDS }§©6 DIREC- 


REPAIRING, 
PLEASE LET TOR. 


WELL, HE HIS JOB AS 
DOES SEEM — DIRECTOR? 


TEACHER, 
MINORU'S 
PLAYING WITH 
US, DON'T 
TAKE HIM 
AWAY NOW, 


| HAVE A 

FAVOR TO 
ASK YOU, 
MINORU. 


: ( 
I 7s 
€ x \ 
wi igs. 
if ? 
CKO AY 


TO 
INVESTI- 


Ow" 


— 
P| LOVE THE 
CHILDREN 


THIS IS 
INTOLER- 


B 
woe BO 
Coin a 
ALSO HAS Pe vere 
AHISTORY OF i 
PARANOIAC G 
DELUSIONS. V- * 


| THINK 
HE'S IN HIS 


YOU, THERE. 
TAKE AG 
LOOKAT ME. ‘ hfe’ MONSER! 
ZI \\ MONSER! 
MY 


4 
LOOK |f 
ALIKE?! 


a THAT 
HE ANO| 
LOOKED 


OBVIOUS, 
NOBODY HAD 
TO SAY IT. 


i 


-=--DHNXTAOCADND 


YOUR BROTHER 
LOOK ALIKE. 


HOW OLD |S 
MR. MUKAI? 


LOITERING | , 
AROUND MY 


THAT'S HOW 
YOU GREET 
ME? | CAME 
TO SEE YOU! 


WHAT? J , 
/ WHO'S 
WH), YOU..! SPREADING 
SUCH LIES? 


VO tom 
mi} LOOK 
COW avytuine 
Wires | LIKE THIS 


wm. |B THE 
WONDERHOW |FY DIRECTOR'S 
HE GOT TOBE |F\ A BUNOLE OF 
The eee MYSTERIES, 
RA ISN'T HE? 


i 


SIX 


[A 
| 0 ISN ‘ 


ANIM, ‘SS AUN 


A Za \T's THAT 
N MAW) STUPIO 
4 if IN iV 8 


Ki 2 = 


YOU 
LET THE 
SILLIEST 


/ MINORU, IT 
SEEMS THAT YOU 
HAVE PROVED 
MUCH MORE 
EFFECTIVE THAN 
MY SUNNY-DAY 
DOLLS. 


/ 


THE SUN 
IS SHINING 
IN MY 
HEART. 


YOU DON’T WHAT 
THINK I'MA 7! 


THAT'S RIGHT. 
| THINK HE WAS 
NATIONAL 
CHAMPION IN 
KENDO WHEN HE 
WAS IN SCHOOL. 


Chapter 52 


| 
*When you have a hand like this, it’s better 
not to call riichi, but Seiichi is too excited. 


UG 


ir 


al 


ae 


q TOMO 
H! i pany WA cone 
ah, (ha BE 


TAKUYA! HOW 

CAN YOU SAY 
THAT WITH SUCH 

AN ANGELIC 
SMILE ON YOUR 


i} My 
SUANKO!! 
TAICHI! 


| KNOW HE'S 
TO KNOCK HAVING A 
BAD DREAM 


YOU WERE 
SHOUTING 
THINGS LIKE, 
Seco mee if 
GAMBLING KIT 
YOU DO THIS TO R\ MORE (= 
YOUR FATHER?!” \ ‘ THAN YOU 
IN YOUR SLEEP : LOVE 
LAST NIGHT. eS TAICH! AND 
THEN YOU me, 


‘ F TOLD (jk \ 
RA 


i 
ate 


\\/ I'LL TELL YOU WHAT 


\) HAPPENED! THIS IS 
YOUR FAULT FOR 
SMILING AT ME 


LIKE THAT. 


Author's Note: Part 2 


In December of 1994, 
| went back to visit my 
parents. When I lived at 
home, we had a tomcat 
named Chihaya, but he 
disappeared, 


C He was big and dignified, 
sort of like this. 


When | went back 
home that year, there 
was a new female cat 
named Miataro. My 
sister said that she 
was half tortoiseshell 


and half Persian, 


sca Like this picture, her 
face and spots were like a 
fortoiseshell cat, but she 
had a fat butt like a 
Persian. Her eyes were a 
pretty gray. 


Maybe you're thinking, “So what?"4 6 


4 


LUNCH RUSH 
SHOULD BE 
OVER BY 
NOW. 


yyy 


S\N 


IF YOU 
HAVE 


GAMBLE 
AWAY, WHY 


DON'T YOU 
EVER BUY 


~: —N 


v 


| MEAN, | 
HARDLY DO 
ANYTHING | 
WANT TO DO 
ANYMORE. 


\'M GONNA 
STAY WITH 
YOU FORA 


V 


’ AND HERE | 
| JUST WENT YOULL sTOP.| LOVE YOUSO 


TOTHE HORSE || "XK MUCH THAT | 
RACES.|DION'T || taco EVEN DREAM 
HURT ANYBODY. |} up [~ 


od 


YOU'RE 
HEART- 
LESS, 
HARUM|. 


TAKUYA, YOUR 
DAD WORKS 


DON'T YOU 
KNOW? MAYBE 
THAT'S THE 


THAT IDIOT SENT 


YOU TO GET HIS 
CLOTHES FOR 
TOMORROW? 


REALLY HARD. IF 
HE WANTED TO. 
RELAX BY PLAYING 

- PACHINKO OR 
BETTING ON 
HORSES, WOULD 
= YOU GET MAD 
AT HIM? 


LEAVE 
ME OUT 
OF THIS. 


MAYBE 
HE IT'S AN 
SHOULD APOLOGY. 
JUST ORMAYBE 
TELL ITSAYSHE 
IN Ol 


f tHenwoy WW!) 
DON'T YOu 


(i AMA \ \ 
| AN \ 


WHAT'S 
THIS?! 


% 
OH, MAN... AND ; 
SHE GAVE ME Teor 
OF DAD'S 
THESE SHORT 
HORRIBLE 
SHORTS AND pice 
TRUNKS Too! \ 


ACHILD 
SHOULON'T 
READ WORDS 
LIKE THIS. 


VY Mh 
op. 


THEN YOU 
SHOULD TRY 
TO FIGURE 
OUT WHOSE 
ATTENTION 
SHE'S 


YEAH, WELL, 
I'M TALLER 
THAN YOU. 


GROWN-UPS 
ALWAYS BEAT 
AROUND THE 


: > 9 
ACN IRE 


IGUESS, Y 
/ He WHY DON'T 
AA ; / SHOULD THEY JUST 
Z , JUST SAY WHAT 


\ APOLO- | THEY MEAN? 


BUT IT | Q 
SEEMS 
KIND OF 
CHILDISH 


TO ME. 


a» COMPLI- 
CATED. 


SEIICHI, 


make  THELUNCH 
ABIG CROWD'SON / ; 
ITS WAY, a 
___\ LONety? 


——\\)) 


AW, WHAT 
fy 


DOES THAT 


SHE'S NOT? BUT FIRST, 
WELL, WHERE'D ; | HAVE TO 


ILL LET HER 
KNOW THAT pith 


ueioe hf = THAT GIRL, 


WHEN SHE ; 
GETS HOME. SEIICH, SHE'S 


l AND | WAS 
SEIICHI | | THINKING 
ie i OF TAKING 
HER OUT 
TONIGHT, 


# 


| LOOK 
LIKE A 
FOREIGNER 
ANYWAY. MY 
BUST, AT 
LEAST. 


\'M STILL 


YOU TALKING SS 


TO ME LIKE 


SEIICHI, THIS 
IS SHINOBU 
NIIMURA, AN 
OLD FRIEND 
FROM HIGH 


THREE DAYS? 
YOU NEVER 
TOLD ME. 


WELL, YOU 
OION'T TELL 
ME ABOUT 
YOUR DAY OFF, 
EITHER. 


THAT'S 
WHAT 
THEY ALL 
CALLED 


IT'S JUST 
THAT- 
WELL--THAT 
GUY... 


YOU LET HIM 
CALL YOU 
MOCHIZUKI? 


| SURE DION'T 
WANT TO MEET 
UP WITH YOU 


| UNDER THESE 


CIRCUM- 
STANCES. 


WELL, 

THAT THE WAY 
h| HE'SGOT HE WAS 
AGOOD ORESSED 


CON- 
SCIOUS!! 


DID You 
Buy some [ 


OAD, SEIICHI 


bis If "AOE AFEAST. 
ie r “2 
i m wt 
Y es 7 fh 
i f 
YUMMY i a 
Ex \ |] i mave 
C DINNER 
\ ' FOR 
aA dl 
aka) 
i 


YEAH. | 
TOTALLY 
CLEANED 
OUT YOUR 


OKAY, OKAY... 
YOU'RE RIGHT, 
| DON'T KNOW 

ABOUT THAT 
KINDA STUFF, 


YOU DON'T 
KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
HOUSEHOLD 


My 
HE'SSO HUSBAND 
JEALOUS, INSISTS ON 


WHAT?! PLEASE! 
| DON'T WANT TO BE 
THE ONLY ONE TO 
BRING A SPOUSE! 


BUT SEIICHI 
HATES HAVING 
TO MAKE NICE 

WITH 
STRANGERS. 


Up 


( SAY THAT 


HAVE A FAVOR | }j 


iKnow || Kgk V REUNION 2 
- ' WITH | 


SEIICHI 


. CAME, 
‘ TOO... 


(—- 


Te} | SUCH AN 
SEEMS} |, ELABORATE 
TO Me: SCHEME? 
= THAT NO. 
MATTER WHAT; 
‘SEIICHI SAYS, 
ARE MUCH TOO oes 
“COMPLICATED, 
we TOMOKO TELLS 
| FOR ME TO, HIM TO IN THE 
eee ENO. 
| zl | : 
ae 2 
=P 
= IT id 
WOULD || | SHE SEEMS TO) — ; y 
BE TOO il | KNOW HOW TO. 
a WEIRO! /'| PW GET; TO HM. / iy 
7 PA j ay : 1 4 \\ 
a P=! 
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ef 53 | 


Chapt 


WELL, | 
REALIZED 
THERE WAS 
NO REASON 
FOR US TO 


BUT, SINCE YOU 
SURRENDER, | 
GUESS | CAN 
FORGIVE YOU. 


Le 


DON'T YOU 

HAVE THAT 
BACK- | 
WARDS? / 


Wait... 
you 
for- 
give 
me? 


WILL 
yOuCOME | 
WITH ME 

TO MY 
CL / 
REUNION? , 


WHATEVER, 


| WANT TO TOMOKO. \ WHAT'S 

MAKE UP, BUT a IF THSIS \ THERE 
| GUESS I'M STAYING AT To 

De toe uns none THINK 

STUBBORN. plots aaa ABOUT 
TONIGHT. ?! 


| WON'T 
KNOW 
ANYBODY. 


NIIMURA. HE'S MAYBE I'LL 
SO HANDSOME. ||||| SEE MY FIRST 
AND CHARMING. | LOVE THERE! 

NIH AND MAYBE 
WE'LL DECIDE 
TO RUN AWAY 


TOGETHER!! 


| MET 


A 
\ ‘i THE Guy 


~PNCS--] 


7 
Zi 


WHY DIDN'T YOU | BUT...YOU 
TELL ME THIS 7 NEVER EVEN 
YESTERDAY?! E MENTIONED 


HIM 


TOMOKO, 
WERE YOU 
REALLY IN 
LOVE WITH 
Him?! 


IT'S THE 
OTHER WAY 


SEIICHI 
SAYS HE'LL 
ONLY GO 
WITH YOU... 


IT'S LIKE | 
TOLO YOU 
YESTERDAY. 


ARE CLASS 
REUNIONS 


THAT CASUAL?! 


BUT IT'S WEIRD 
FOR MINORU 
AND ME TO GO 
TO HER CLASS 
REUNION. 


BUT ILL 
BUY YOU SOME 

ICE CREAM was gins 

SOMEWHERE, be tapaeet 


MINORU!! 


SS 
og 


SENT AN 


Author's Note: Part 3 | H ps 


One day, | noticed 
my brother hadn't 
shaved, so | told him 
to just let it grow. | 
was hoping he'd grow 


a big thick beard like 

you see in foreign Ry 
movies, but my SS Ry 
brother's beard was | EO Se 


very sparse. It looked 
like a worm-eaten 
lawn. Then our sister 
said, “That looks 
disgusting. Shave it 
offi!” | wonder if my 
brother was hurt by 
her words. Being a 
woman, | don't Know. 


THING? 


A quick lesson in 
Minoru- Speak. 


TOMOKO'S | 
GETTING NO. 
SOMETHING . 


THISIS 
FORME. 


or sometimes “f.” Oddly, 
sometimes becomes “th.” “R” 
becomes “w.” Leave out 

articles as desired, 
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WHAT? WHY'D 
YOU Buy 
SOMETHING 
FOR 
CLOTHES YOURSELF? 
YO! 


ALL THE E'SA 


PEOPLE REAL 
THERE WILL MAN, SEIICHI'S 
-¢ BE TOMOKO'S ISNT GREAT! 

Be Easy FRIENDS. HE? 


| WAS JUST 
TRYING TO 


WE'RE GOING 
ONATRIP TOA 
HOT SPRINGS 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? 
IS THIS 
OUTFIT 
OKAY? 


al 


\‘\ \— 9 
CUR is wm, 


ABSOLUTELY 
NOT! | WON'T 
ALLOW YOU TO 
DRESS LIKE 


THEME |S, 
“EVEN 
MOTHERS 
CAN LOOK 


CUTE AND. |. 


WHAT'LL WE 
DO WITH 
TAICHI? 


C3, 


WHAT 

ARE YOU ener ii 
DOING? “h 
iI 

lf 


\seisiasietere 
yals\a\a\ Sis) 
ss" 


WON'T THIS 
COST USA 
FORTUNE? 1 


THIS |S HOW DO 
OUR SON 
TAICHI. 


f 


Ny 
INN 


\ 


N 


OH... 
NIIMURA'S 


= 
3) 
SS 
S| 
S| 
SI 


tL 


caw 


ss 
3 
aN 


| THOUGHT 
YOU TWO 

WERE JUST 
FRIENDS. 


feo. 
Dee 


BUT YOU 

MADE SUCH A 

FUSS WHEN | mt 

INSISTED ON "RY | SEE THE GIRL 
apy SHINOBU 

LIKED, AND 


BUT DION'T HE 
WONDER WHO 
YOU WERE? 


NO 
MATTER 
WHAT, 
HAPPENS 


. TOMOKO'S 


DON'T THEY 
ALL LOOK KIND 
OF MEAN? 


«YOU TWO 
HAVE ALOT 
OF NERVE TO 
COME TO 
YOUR WIVES’ 


HMPH, 
THIS GUY'S 
HOPELESS, 


HE'S JUST 
SHY. WE'VE 
KNOWN EACH 
OTHER SINCE 
WE WERE 
KIDS. WE'RE 
PRACTICALLY 
LOVERS!! 


WHAT ABOUT 
YOU, MARIKO? 
WHY'D YOU TAG 
ALONG WITHA 
GUY WHO ISN'T 
EVEN YOUR 
BOYFRIEND?! 


YOU'RE THE 
REASON | HAD 
TO COME, YOU 


DON'T GET 


WELL, YOU 


ANYWAY! 


O>rr 


tme otme tme 


cs 


all 0 <I 
1 ft A A 


SSE 


5 rr 
(re BSS 


MR. KAJIWARA 
WENT A LITTLE 
SENILE WHEN 
HE RETIRED. 


ANO YOU 
BROUGHT 
YOUR LOVELY 
GIRLFRIEND, 


SHE CAME TO 
HAVE ALOOK 


SHINOBU \* 
ARE 
HAVING A 


TOMOKO, 


DO YOU HAVE 
FEELINGS FOR 
NIIMURA? 


WELL, HE 


DION'T ASK, 


AND THE 
SUBJECT 
NEVER 
CAME UP. 


| WAS JUST 
WONDERING WHY 
YOU DIDN'T TELL 
NIIMURA THAT YOU 
WERE MARRIED, 


WHY DID weKr ioe 
a FRIEND, | DON'T 
sa AFTER DISLIKE 
WITH YOU? 


Y 


OR ARE YOU 
HOPING TO BE 
MORE THAN 
JUST FRIENDS 
WITH NIIMURA? 
IT'S GOTTA BE 
ONE OR THE 
OTHER, 
RIGHT?! 


yoOu’RE 
HOPE- 


‘\s 


Ay 
Chapter 53 / The End 


LET'S 


TAKE THIS 
PARTY TO 


| 
| 


| THE NEXT 


PLACE!! 


WE WENT 
WITH TOMOKO 


bez - 


Z 
CE 
Za 


\ 


END 
GET SLEEPY AFTER 
THE 
NEXT 
PLACE. 


MINORU'S — IFIT'LL 
AROUND 
\ 9:00. 


GOING TO 


DOES 
THAT MEAN | 4 
yOu'rRE NOT | 
COMING? 


BUT YOU 
OH, | DEFINITELY 
DON’T TRUST WET SAP. 
SHINOBU!! 


SHOULD 
TRUST 
YOU'RE 
THE MOST THE ONES 
JeALous \ WELOVE! 
- \ OFUSALL. | 


Ae 


HF OR-RPS # 


(a THEY SEEM 
yol 
INTER. cx 


5 
3 
ZQON HONDO! F 


za = 
—— 
a _— 
avon — == 
= 
sanons your 
-uoptpe = 
= =" 


HOPING TOBE TRYING TO WIR) 
—  MORETHAN MAKEME HIN 
JUST FRIENDS JEALOUS? 


i 
Sq) SVT 


7 A 
1A A 
TAN x) 


OTHER, 
RIGHT?! 


1 
WHY DIDN'T | 
MI YOU TELL 


HUH? YOU 
a PROBABLY 
E__~|| weineo 


LIGHTWEIGHT jm 


LIKE THAT. | 


wayoonT | LOOKING — sHinoBu 
AT EACH 
YOUTALK | OTHER! DID 
TOHIM?! ; 
YOU HAVE A 
TALK WITH 


ALL THEY KNEW 

P WAS THAT 

y THERE WAS 

j i) SOMETHING 
}) 


S&S 


By 


GROWN-UPS 
WERE 


STARTING TO 
BEHAVE LIKE 
CHILDREN. 


The 


x jeacher 
:/) 
= 


i 
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“pe ynuoa saysiwi ay 61 suoweatsnyy snowy siy yo aug gnok yuop ‘st o1eg, sakag ouM mous Of 


Author's Note: Part 4 


Hmm... 


{like the paintings of 
the American artist 
Wyeth. They have 
great clarity, but 
they're heavy...no, 
they have a lot of 
depth. He has one 


aalled “Ghost.” / Hey MINORU, 
There's a man bathed | THEY DON'T HAVE 
in li i PARFAITS, BUT 
in light, looking hazy, THEY AVE 


and he really does 
look like a ghost. I'd 
\ike to have one of 
his paintings, but I'm 
sure they cost 
millions of yen...or 
tens of millions. Oh... 
( want one! | want 
one! | want one for 
my treasure! Yeah... 


My favorite 
illustrator is Peter 
Sato. | would always 
sigh when | look at 
his book of 
illustrations. | was 
stunned when | heard 
that he passed away 
last year. It can't be 
true. Someone please 
tell me it’s a lie. And 
80 Peter Sato’s book 
of illustrations, Pastel 
Works, is now my 
treasure. 
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eget 
nen trere’® 
free Dott 


THINGS 
| THOUGHT AREN'T SO 


ie Nd SEIICH| AND 
ME RIGHT 


LISTEN, 
IT'S 
ABOUT 
SEIICH.. 


| HAVE TO 
KEEP AN EYE 


SHINOBU 
WORKS IN 


sf 
i 


YOU DON'T 
LIKE THE 
WAY | TALK 
TO YOUR 


ARE YOU 
REALLY 
FIGHTING 
OVER ME? 


S | NU 
IIS (\\ 
h 


N 
\ 
V 


have to 
deny it $0 
strongly. 


if Mf 


p \{ 


WHAT A 
sweeT RU 


wi 
BABY. "(6 
Ay 


yt 


oi 


Y, 


yoOu'RE ADORABLE. iV, 
S. | 


CHAPPY, NOBODY 
CARES THAT YOU 
WENT TO SOME 
CRUMMY JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 
SOMEWHERE. 


wow! 
THAT’SA | 


FAMOUS 
SCHOOL"! | r Vy | 
7 ml: 
0) 


° 


THOUGHT YOU WERE 
DIFFERENT FROM 
THE OTHERS. BOO 
HOO HOO... | GUESS 
I'M ALL ALONE... 


Vw) 


X Mr. Ki ras wife 


OUT OF THE 


HELL 
START 
TALKING 
ABOUT HIS 
STUDENTS. 
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IF HE WAS 
17.4. WHAT 
ABOUT HIGH 


HE WORKED 
REALLY, REALLY 
HARD!! HE'S 
AMAZING!! 


SINCE 
HE WAS 
ABOUT 7. 


OUT OF HIGH 
SCHOOL, 
BUT... 


w HAVEN'T UH, 
YOUHAD — SEIICHI 
ENOUGH TO 


HE 
OROPPED 
OUT OF HIGH 
SCHOOL? 
WELL, HE 
LOOKS LIKE 
ALOSER. 


SEICH 
SEEMED. 


» We FREEZE 


zs F > Sf 


WEARA |Z 
SUIT, BUT | 


REALLY AM 
‘| ~ ALOSER, 


YOU THINK 
ALL THAT 
MATTERS 
ISA 
DIPLOMA? 


NO, |. 


IS THIS 
THE KIND OF 
NONSENSE 
YOU PICK UP 


AT THOSE 
COMPANIES 
YOU WORK 
FOR? 


THAT'S NOT 
THE YARDSTICK 
YOU MEASURE 

PEOPLE BY. 


YZ 
Lid U7 


YOU'RE 
GROWN 
PEOPLE AND 
YOU STILL 
DON'T KNOW 
THAT? 


~ ye 
i ALL RIGHT. 


HAVING 


NOW, LET'S 
ALL PLAY 
TOGETHER 


i Kaa p 
Gir ay ware... | 


Xs 


S 


HAVING A 
TEACHER 
YOU CAN 
REALLY A 
RESPECT. 


THE 
HAD REASON 
NOTHING | TOOK 
TODOWITH YOUWITH 
Me... 


THE NIGHT [E33 


To- 


‘me! you:  SEICHI'S LOVE 
OF GAMBLING 
REASSERTED 


ITSELF 
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IT'S STILL 


SUNDAY... LINGER. 


This has become 
something of habit 
in Baby and Me. 


AKIHIRO 
FUSII (12)... 


AKIHIRO, I'M GOING 
OUT. THERE'S 
SOME SOUP. YOU 
CAN HAVE IT FOR 


anon run) 
J RENE mee 


| THINK LET'S STICK 


THEI TOGETHER 


NOS 
| 6) 
nei) 


WILL YOU 
PLEASE BE | 


HEY! MA-BO, 
YOU AND | CAN 
TAKE CARE OF 


IT'S NO 
GOOD... I’M 
TOO WEAK 
TO YELL AT 

THEM. 


AKIHIWO, HE 
CATCHED A 


128 


/ | WANTED 


y FOUNDA ju | TOWET THE 
.\ BucKeT. |f ie | TOWEL ON HIS 


ARE 
,&)) youTwo 

Z/ TRYING TO 
KILL ME?! 


| WELL, YOU 
| WE DECIDED WEREN'T 


l) THAT WE'RE 
GOING TO MOVING. 
TAKE CARE 
OF YOU. 


NES 


NER 


THAT'S 
MERCURY 
" 


HE SURE |S. 
HE'S EVEN 
DOING 
TRICKS, 


(LLHEAT — YOU 
THE SOUP MUST BE 
| AND BRING HUNGRY, 


CIRCUITS 
ANO HE 
CAN'T THINK 
STRAIGHT. 


fom 
10 


SS 


mS 
= 


7, 
Ruy 


s 


SOMETHING... 


SMELLS... 


IN) | 
> 2 
AKIHIWO, : 
ARE YOU U vy 
ALL 
WIGHT? Ya . 


Y | Inn 
{| il 


Abh...1 wanna 
get drunk. 
C ‘ 


| want to get drunk. 
| don't Know if | can 


hold my liquor or 
what, but | drink 
whatever people pour 
me, Even if | feel like 
my speech is slurred 
and I'm tipsy, the only 
thing people notice is 
that my cheeks get hot 
and a little red, so 
they think | can hold 
my liquor well. Is that 
good or bad? 


However, | never forget 
myself. Even if | get 
drunk and slur my 
words, and stagger, 
and laugh like a fool, 
my mind is clear as a 
bell. But sometimes, 
when things are so bad 
that | get really sad 
and sick of everything, 
| wish I could get 
drunk enough to 


; Se | 
Author's Note: Part 5 


forget myself... 


137 


I'M NOT 
SURE ENOKI 
CONSIDERS 


GUESS 
WHAT! HE 
CLEANED 
uP THE 
KITCHEN 
ANOHE AND THE 
EVEN KEN 


BRO! 
COOKED THERMO- 
FORUS. meTER, 


MINORU 
CAN TAKE HIS 
FOOD HOT, 
BUT | CAN'T, 


BUT HE 

“=| SHOULDN'T MSO USED 
| FEELEMBAR- TODOING 
\ RASSED,WHAT THISFOR 
“\ AREFRIENDS MINORU... 


HIS FAIN 
WELL... 


AND I THINK 
THAT'S GREAT, 


1 GUESS 
HE HAS TO 
BE THAT 
WAY 


HOW 
00 YOU 
WANT IT 
TODAY? | | 


MINORU RECALLS 
HIS DARK FAST. 
(SEE VOLUME 2) 


YOU'RE THE (Ou, ie WHY DO YOU 
YOU HAVE WORST!! . Hops KEEP CAUSING 
NO IDEA ‘ v @ 6 TROUBLE?! 
HOW TO BE 


ABIG 
SISTER! 


ms WS 
JUST LIKE Yq 
THE NIGHT [LA 
OF THE 
FESTIAL. | yf 


SHE ASKS, ‘WHY 
ME?" BUT SHE'S 
ALWAYS THE 
INSTIGATOR. 


| 


a FUIN'S MORE 
cs, EMOTIONAL 
 THANUSUAL, 


— ss 
OSS — 


2 ~ 
— — = 
—=! 

——al 

ers, 


syst N = 


i 


/ ~minoRUAND |/ 


FUuJII'S LITTLE 


GIVE IT TO 


ME. I'M 
OLDER 
THAN YOU 
ARE. 


GEEZ, THIS 
PLACE NEEDS 
BETTER 
SECURITY. 


YOU'RE 
GROGGY! 


UM... 
COULD 
YOU FASS 


YEAH. THEY'RE 


ALL GOING 
THWOUGH 
POOBERTY. _\ OUR FAMILY 
THEY'RE ARE ALWAYS 
EMOTIONALLY YELLING. 


UNSTABLE, 


WHEN HE 
FINDS US, 
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YOU'RE 


YEAH, AND WE'LL WHEN YOUR LUCKY, 
PWOBABLY GET AN BROTHER MINO- 
AWFUL SCOLDING FINDS YOU, ied 

FROM AKIHIWO. | BET HE'LL 


GIVE YOUA 


Cimon, get veal. Why 
waste your energy on 
that useless junk? 


Ha ha ha... There's nothing 
like sports. Don't worry, if 
you try hard, someday 
you'll be rewarded!! 


BLISSFULLY 
CLUELESS. 


kN 


GUESS I'LL 
BE GOING 


B-P>NYDED 


A 


DON'T 
“HUH” 
) mel! 


\ LWW fe 
aay Kin. 


YOUR BIG 
BROTHER 
IS SICK... 


AND BE J 
quiet! AB 


ames | 1 WV] THERE'S 
INSTEAD | mt NO 


NICEGUY., |... 2°: HOW'A 
ee PERSON 

WILL 

BEHAVE 

UNDER 

STRESS. 


HOw COULD. | BROKE MY 


MIRROR, 
YOU DO THIS | plon'T 


ANYTHING WILL 
CHANGE... 


. 
fect =i \ 


S 


CLASSMATE 
NANAMI 
TAKENAKA. 
HE SEEMS TO 
WORRY THAT 
HE'S NOT MANLY 
ENOUGH. 

IS AVERY 

CALM AND 

QUIET BOY 


DID YOU SEE 
THAT APRON | 
MADE IN HOME | 7 
Ec? 'mReaLty |/// 
GoopaT ¢ 
SEWING. YOU 
DON'T EVEN 


yoursHiet om ey, 


OFF. Ms 
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IN FACT, 
JUST THE 
OTHER 
OW... 
THEY SOME 
STARTED BOYS IN OUR 
TALKING CLASS WERE 


LOOKING AT A 


YOUR 


HusBaNo | HE'S VERY 
HERE KEEPS] CONSI- 
YES. \ YOu BUSY, OERATE. 
HUH? 
MY 
DARLING 
ALWAYS 
NEEDS 
MY HELP. 
R ip 
{¥\ 
44 i) 
v1 
HE HAS iG 
AGOOD 
SENSE OF 
HUMOR, 
TOO. 


TAKE- 
| LIKE ve 
fis PENED 

TO PAS. 
ON THE | By ar 
LEFT. THAT 


} MOMENT 


WELL, 
MORE 
THAN I'M 


UH-OH... 
HE'S 
DIGGING 
HIMSELF 
INTOA 


an 


"i OH... 
YOU'RE STILL . 
AKio.\gust THAT'S 
THOUGHT YOU. NOT 
MGHT BE MORE WHAT | 
INTERESTED IN MEANT, 
PLAYING GAMES 
AND STUFF. 


USED TO 
SAY THAT 
MEN NEVER 

GROW UP. 


HEY, IT TURNED 
OUT WELL. IT'S 
NOT PULLING. 


AN i, 
Se 


- sins 
. —r 
a 


HUH? IN 
ABOUT 
THREE 


MONTHS. 


SEE? 
SCARY, 
RIGHT? 


TOS 


MW 
TO SCH ui 

OOL rs 

U.. 


y ISTHI 
S, 
POBEL 


Ce 
y: s 
# 


eo 
{988 ole 47 
ee a 
v oe Fs 
ase 


‘ y how 
2, a 


Pri. 


50 | DION'T ASK HE DION’T 
HIM ANYMORE SEEM TO 


HED BE HIS 
OLD SELF 
AGAIN LATER, 


BUT... 
AFTER 


THAT... 


IO LIKE  f 


TO YOUR 


Author's Note: Part & 


Hi. This is the last 
author's note for this 
volume. In this chapter, 
Takenaka talks to 
Takuya’s dad about a 
wet dream he had. 
Takuya’s father tells 
him, “It is a normal 
physiological 
phenomenon.” But let 
me say this for the sake 
of the little boys who 
are reading this--some 
boys never have them. 
So don’t think you're 
weird if you don't. 


got a lot of flak when | 
started drawing this 
chapter, but | stuck to 
my guns and did it. Now 
I'm glad | did, 


(felt that the problems 
that girls face, like their 
budding breasts and 
menstrual cycles, are 
dealt with a lot in 
stories, but boys go 
through stages 
too--their voices 
change, they have wet 
dreams, and they get 
body hair as they 
mature. | was told that 
this subject would make 
girls turn away, but | 
don't think so. What do 
you think? 


See you again in Volume 


We Goodbye, and 
thanks! 
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ISN'T HIS 


ES ratTHeR at 


| GUESS 
IF WE HAD 
AGIRL 
SHE'D HAVE 


OH... 
NOTHING. 
IT'S JUSTA 
LITTLE 
STRANGE, 


Hos 
\ 


as 
| 
ms 


Cy 
Seay 


eri 


THAT'S RIGHT. 
| TAKE MY JOB 
WHAT COULD A 


BOY MY AGE BE 
CRYING ABOUT? 


SEIICHI? 


OR 


TAKENAKA HIS "oR 
CAME OVER || “9% FAMILY Love 
AND HAD A a 
TALKWITH | 


HEH HEH... 
HE'S YOUR 


IT'S JUST 


wl OON'T 
LIKE IT THAT 
TAKENAKA 


HOW YOU 

LOOK AT 
ITHELPEDA THINGS, 
LOTTOTALK GUESS. 
TO YOUR DAD, 


Im 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 
DOESNT 

KNOW. 


LET HIM 


? REST FORA 
oa YA WHILE, THEN WELL, | 
ENO- t, TAKE HIM HAVE TO 
Kl. BACKTO /// GO NOW, 
' CLASS. 
Whe, 


7 aN 
Ce ) | iN) 
\ 8] j iy ve fit il \ 
pa t é 
G \\\ WA L 
/, \\ / \\ kK \ 


THAT FE 
PICTURE! } 


WHO'S THE 
ONE WITH THE 
SECRET?! | 
WHY ARE DON'T KNOW 
YOUMAD —ANYTHING!! 


ENOUGH THAT |, 
YOU AND MY 


A 
Ae. 


y 


ALWAYS WAS |F 
CONSIDERATE | 
OF OTHERS. j 


|GUESS | 
ASKED YOU THOUGHT 

IFiTwas = YOU COULD 
ALL RIGHT. 


HANDLE IT, 


Z 


F 


wl WAS 


EVERY TIME | LOOK 


AT MY CLOSET | IVE BEEN nae 
THAT'S WONDER WHAT | FEELING 
ALLICAN SHOULD DO WITH GUILTY AND WAS EVIL. 
ISTART THINK THE UNDERWEAR DISGUSTING. 


TOGET Bou. HID THERE. 


BUT IF THERE preiaitorg | THINK Ie 
WAS SOMEONE ae. THE WAY YOU 
AT HOME THAT | aaa REACT TO 
COULD TALK TO, | scene Dory, || SOMETHING 
MIGHT NOT HAVE panera LIKE THIS... = 
CHANGES THE x. \ 
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OON'T BE 
SO HARD ON 
YOURSELF, 


| HAVENT 
TURNED INTO 
SOMETHING 
AWFUL, 


IM 
STILL 
ME. 


JUST PUT 
IT IN THE 
WASHING 
MACHINE. I'LL 
WASH IT 
TOMORROW. 


DON'T OION'T SHE 
STAY UP KNOW WHAT 
TOO LATE. IT WAS? 


THAT NIGHT, 
ACCORDING 
TO HIM... 


ONE 
BEWILDERED 
MOTHER. 


WHAT? | 


/ wet “*TS)| yes? 
: 


ANO HERE ? 
ISA BOY 
WHO's _| ¥ 
even more| SI" § y 
PURE AND y Swe 
INNOCENT . i) 
THAN ey = 
TAKENAKA. ~ p 
f 
ALL 
RIGHT. 
lS SO TAKUYA Comme 
INNO- (\, ©) EARNEST oN 
CENT. ou Hm 
_& 
OH... < 


Chapter 56/ The En 


C7 


and put on his 77 
angelic smile 


In “Sketches from My 
Notebooks 3” in Volume 4 


Oh... I'm 50 sleepy! Il go 
10 sleep after | finish this. Baby and Me, | used two 
=a haracters that | planned to 
2>o~ use in the future. 


Takuya as a wild boy, like Today i pas 
this, but { don't think my thing rh ete x 414. To 
readers would go for it. 10 /Eve.. How 9 On New Year's 
Tomoko peor KE; Y } \ was Akama. It is. 
elegant. U's fun Yo \\\\ | He's Ryuji Akama 
ai Sra! draw prethy git m\\ =| \)\| of Htsudemo Otenki 
Probably still be NV MEN) Vy Kibun (Always 
working, zi “= an } , ) 
' fo |) Feeling Sunny). 
| 


AY [ received several 


My goal for this year 
is to take a trip with Ee) ae 
tn Pesgsc4 Lf yj) > S\ this year ti 
ewan CL CB Sy \) oing to see 
= A / / be ae 
neta 2} | Love Botchan 
5 a in March 


Work! Work! 


eK Heh heh heh Zs BB go CA 
2 < Z . ZZ Z : TE i ty 
Z 2 eee | want to see 


Carousel too. 


Ohi ( barely have Ez 
hour. The deadline for ; 
my next graphic novel MAX 


is nearll Uhave YO // 
ees 
finish this UP quick Y 


Seiichi Kimura and 
his family are very popular. 
\i’s probably because theyre 
all regular people and easy to 
bs identify \ 
with, don't 


My sister asked me 
why Fujil’s 80 popular, but 
even | don't Know. | don't 
think he's especially 


handsome, and his name is 2 
very ordinary. Hm... y y v/ 
(4 like to draw i) 


\ 


someone who's 
veally full of himself. 


female characters, 
ut Ms, Omori 


A word of thanks... 
{ received countless letters Mf 
of condolence about Yostizs. | ui 
Some actually made me cry. SS 
{ won't be able to answer most 

of your letters, but please Know 

that | am reading all of f 
them, | hope youl all %@& 7 
continue to give me your Q Vay 
support. Thank you. f ji Wa 


Asomewhat \— i 
disconcerting \ook // Oy 


eve atthe back of =f 7 
<< tad. /* f ! 
- = * { aig 
eN Sy iter fs in vue Uf there are any hace, 
‘ »\ 4 that no one would \i (/ -} illustrations M mt we 
pin’ buy any Baby and you'd like me tes Known 38 
) Me character Z t0 put on thi spiichii of Khe 
] n this ” 
TD) A merchandise, | got mai “ ‘ layered look. 
\ from people saying <page, just let 
ie / troy iW seems >] me Know. It doesn't 
there vil be some have to be something from Baby and M 
. le. 
'H\ draw anything from a foreigner to 


oming out in the spring of 


145, (To be announced. | 
k someone from the Meiji period, Write it 


somewhere in your letter. (7 
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